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ROTARY SHARES

Greg Pedersen
Daily Press Tour

Greg Richardson
Career Day

Bruce Holmes
Dayjet and the On-demand Air Industry

Emilie Prevost
Personal Journey of a Rotary

Exchange Student

Charlie Edmonson
Automobile Remembrances

from the 1950s
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ROTARY SHARE:

John Frantz 4/2
Catherine Miller 4/2
Harvey Weinstein 4/12
Francine Gagne 4/16
Ann Hunnicutt 4/30
Robert Jones 4/30
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Carmen Lyra Grant Funded

Since 2005 our Club has been working with our
“partner” Club in Costa Rica, the Escazu Rotary
Club, to help the Carmen Lyra school in the village
of Alajuelita in central Costa Rica. We have already
done some things to help the poorest of the children,
and the Escazu Club has done considerable work
(estimated to be worth about $20,000) on their own
to correct some serious problems in the buildings
and the grounds of the school. We recently received
word from The Rotary Foundation that a grant

to help with our “big” project for the school, a
sewage treatment plant, has been approved. This
major project, costing $35,000, will not only help
with some unsanitary conditions at the school,

but will help the entire town by removing the
school’s sewage from the river that provides the
town’s water supply. For funding the project,

about $10,000 will come from the Peninsula

Rotary Club and its members, $10,000 will come
from Rotary District 7600, and $15,000 will come
from The Rotary Foundation. The Escazu Club
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will coordinate the work and act as administrator
for the project. Many thanks to Ray Spencer for
coordinating and taking the lead on this project.

District and Club Database

Cap Neilson recently made an informative
presentation to the club about the new database for
District 7600 and the Virginia Peninsula Rotary
club. This is a powerful database for personal, club
and district information. Updated membership
roster (sort of a Rotarian’s version of Facebook),
club bulletins, and calendar of club events are
among the features that can be accessed.

Cap has emailed instructions about accessing the
database, but the shorthand version is to log into
http://www.dacdb.com/, scroll down the list of
districts on the left side of the screen and click on
7600, enter your current email address as your login
name; your password is your Rotary identification
number (found just above your name on the address
label of the Rotarian magazine). From there you
can edit your personal information, print out club
directory, read club bulletins, register for District
Assembly and many other useful functions.

District Assembly

All District 7600 Rotarians are invited to attend
the District Assembly that will meet on Saturday,
April 26, at Suffolk’s Center for Cultural Arts. This
is an especially important meeting for incoming
club officers and directors. In addition to club
leadership and club service avenue sessions, the
assembly will hear from RYLA, Interact, Rotaract
and Youth Exchange students. The theme of this
year’s Assembly is “Make Dreams Real” for the
world’s children. This will be the theme of Rotary
International Incoming President, and our club’s
friend, Dong Kurn Lee for his 2008-2009 term.

Motivational speaker and humorist Chuck
Hansen will be the keynote speaker at 10:00. A
resident of Chesterfield, Virginia, Chuck has led

a checkered life including stints as a blackjack
dealer, copywriter, private detective, and, perhaps
more respectably, speech writer for Senator George
Allen. He is the author of Build Your Castles in
the Air: Thoreau’s Inspiring Advice for Success

in Business (and Life) in the 21st Century.

Our club applauds DG Jim Pierce who has led
District 7600 through a very successful Rotary year.

New Member

The club recently inducted Shawn Avery as a

new member. Sean is manager of the Peninsula
Council for Workforce Development. A Hampton
native and Bethel High graduate, Shawn lives in
Poquoson. He is married with two girls, three and
six who leave him little time for golf. Shawn’s
sponsor is Paul Szabo who was a fraternity
brother at Christopher Newport University.
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